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Locals lick their
chops over refunds

TS TAX REFUND tims, the

time of year when many

Americans get a windfall of
mongy and give ths economy a
ghiod in the arm. People in the
Enst Bay are no different. The
mony comes in, the money
EDés oart,

“I"'m waiting for my check
of aboart 510,000 from the
feds," sgid Kathy Belling-
hauser of Discovery Bay, "It's
gll going into o deck addition
for our haise. We already [Fot
the state refund. We're looking
for the deck to ba finished by
Momorinl Day o time for
summer fun, This is the first
time in 15 years that we've
gotten a big refund.”

William Sunner of Antioch
put his refund into a down pay-
ment on a new Harley David-
son motorcycle. "1 got a $3,200
refund, and [ came up with the
additional $15.,000 for the bike.
My 18-year-ofd son gets (o use
oy old Harley, but he's going
o e (0 earm i 1'yve béen re-
alky a new hike, 501
figured i was better than
puiting the refund into a sav-
ings account.”

Oakley's Racholle Smith
did put her §7.500 refund

into a bank account,
"Buf it's only temporary,” she
said, "It's gnlﬁs to end up be-
ing spent on home improve-
ment and hopefully a trip 1o
EHawail."

Antioch's Jose Castro didn't
gy how much he got but it
wenlt inte buying o houss in
Stockion. qh:idsmud it in real
extate. My kids ame growing up,
and I havre to plan for their fu-
ture. It's a nest e for the fm-

Oakley man appralses music collections
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In ot “Nelghbors® serles, we give you
a personal ook at the le who are
SErvin L CORLrEatity,
Mrwﬁlﬂte sornenne for colLirin, oo

et Tama Rose at 5257797138 or g-rll
troseiootimes. com.

Hame: Srephen Braftman

& Music Appraiser
Family: He has a wife and o 12-venr
old 500,
Resldence; (0

akley

Background: Braitman was bom in
the Loz Angeles area but moved o San
Francisco to attend UC Berkeley and San
Francizop State stayed in
the Bay Area. He has been into music his
whole Iife — he has edited and written
for well-known music publications, has
oversean & emall record label, has man-
aged bands and has collected music in
evary formn. When hiz wife decided to
change careers and get into real estare
appraisals, he started thinking about the
appraiser societies, and how they're
Eeared mostly toward antigues and prop-
erty — how there was no for music.

“I looked around at thizs hobby of
record collacting and realized thera's ra-
nlly no stamdard for valuation of LPs, 455,
or even CDs or cassells o e =aid,
noting that collections can
able.

*5a, | decided to start this business.

“Think shout the first edition of 2 ool
— by Hemingway or Shake-
Epears — howr thoss mre such ranties.
It's the same thing with records. Think of
ithe first time The Beatles roleased some-
thing, or the first Rolling Stones albums
or Mirvana, Those are saomething special
becauss that's how the world first met
this music.

“The first edition of the artifact is the
attraction, and that's what record col-
lscting = all about,

“The Beailes have sold millions of al-
bums, but that first pressing in the first
few woeks is most valuable. Thers are
ways to tell, oo, which edition it 5. Mxybe
it"s the way the cover is printed or it"s the
color or even the song-writing credits.”

Braitman nlso deals with band buttons,
fiers, posters ar anything relating to mu-
gic that might ba a

fquite valu-

STEPHEN BRAITMAN, a record collector and ml.mc:appmhm Isu.rrmunﬁmby
some of the records he owns at his Cakley home. He has a collection of 28,000 Rems.

collection has to do with the quality of the
msic. 1 tell clients when [ apprmise
i collection that I'm not & judg-
ment on whether the mumctsgmd. Pe-
ple take their collections sersously; it's an
emotional thing,

“And the other thing is that irdun‘gea
over time. Something that iz valuahle
today may not be 50 valuable in ten

eers, Late 19508 rockabilly was the

ighast-priced for 2 long time, but those
pecple got what they wanted and the in-
terest went down — in terms of pur-
chasing. Right now the hotteést feld is
soul records from the 19708, Regional
or abscure hits are selling for thousands
af dollars.”

What do you think of tha digital
rewolution, this dependance on MP3s
and [Poda® [ have mibwed absat
it There are good things and bad. On one
hand, the digital revolution has destroyved
the concept of what we consider an al-
bum or listening experience. Can you

imegine o viewing the whole of Abbey
Eoad as one album, but rather as indi-

e virlual songs?

“Songs aren't linksl amymone, 5o a lis-
ﬁu&%ﬁmmﬁf 12 songs m
i Efif. are picling
choozing and making their own musical

experiences.

*S50, we'm losing thai sense of
serandipity, the surpriss of discovering
new music, The digital age has allowed
companies to target audiences; for ex-

e, if they know you listen to a hip-
hop song, they'll target thot and you'll
never be served a country song through
the maresting. You'll never discover Reg-
gk by accident.

Is being very namow-cast,
and it's with

muore dramatically
kids. They have thelr sitict dist of what-
ever, and don't really listen oobside their
bandwidih.

*I for one miss the artifact — the
recond, the cagseire. There's something
imponant abow kaving 10 Jook
at that makes you appreciate it more
deeply. It's fun to go through tha liner
notes, et celera™

How do people get In touch with

you? “They can go 10 www.musicap-

How many records do you have In What's the biggest misconception praisals.com. All of my informartion is
your porsonal collgotion? " hive 28000  about record collecting or about as-  there,”

ﬂm.lrhuukmwnmmulag. sessing value? “That the value of the — Tewya Tada




